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Its contents do not necessarily reflect the official
view of the U.S. Government, the Department
of Defense, the U.S. Navy, or the U.S. Marine
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Book reviews are solely theopinion of thereviewer.

TheHRNM isoperated and funded by Commander,
Navy Region, Mid-Atlantic. Themuseumisdedicated
to the study of 225 years of naval history in the
Hampton Roads region. It is aso responsible for the
historic interpretation of the battleship Wsoconsn.

The museum is open daily. Call for information

on Wsoondn' s hours of operations. Admission to the
museumand Wisoonsin are free. The DaybooK spurpose
istoeducateand inform readers on historical topics
and museum related events. It is written by the
staff and volunteers of the museum.
Questions or comments can be directed to the
Hampton Roads Naval Museum editor. The
Daybook can be reached at 757-322-2993,
by fax at 757-445-1867, e-mail at
gbcalhoun@nsn.cmar.navy.mil, or write The
Daybook, Hampton Roads Naval Museum, One
Waterside Drive, Suite 248, Norfolk, VA 23510-
1607. The museum can be found on the World
Wide Web at http://www.hrnm.navy.mil.
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Cover Photographs: With the battleship officially
commissioned, Wisconsin and her crew steamed for the main
battleground in the western Pacific in late 1944. She was built
to fight and defeat enemy battleships. But, Wisconsin’sdesign
was a very versatile one. With few enemy battleships giving
battle, Third Fleet assigned the 45,000-ton warship with many
other rolesincluding fleet oiler (as shown by the picturein lower
left), a hospital ship, a fighter director, and a shore
bombardment vessel. In thisissue of The Daybook, we look at
theWorld War 11 operational history of battleship number sixty-
four.
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Nourishment for
Body and Spirit

The Director’s Column
by Becky Poulliot

trip mania, let’ snot forget amore sedate

and cerebral offering from the museum:
our lecture series. The museum actually
provides two types of programs. Thefirst,
known as the Luncheon Lecture Series, is
the larger and features award-winning
writers published by the Naval Institute
Press. Thetwo remaining speakersfor 2001
are Kathleen Williams, author of WWII's
Secret Weapon, and Christopher McKee,
arguably the single-best authority on the
early American Navy. McKeewill speak on
his well-known book, A Gentlemanly and
Honorable Profession. The luncheon
lectures are held at Club Pier 26 on Norfolk
Naval Station and include a book-signing
by the author.

The second lecture program is for those
die-hard naval history buffs, and is called
the Dunderfunk Society. Thenameisfunky
(punintended), but authentic, and refersto
a biscuit and sauce dessert served aboard
18" century sailing ships. Thenameandthe
society were created by HRNM volunteer
Joe Mosier. Anyonecanjoin; al weask is
that you provide names of potential
speakers and try to attend the
presentations. Dunderfunk is quite
informal. This year we are holding all the
luncheons in the second floor Nauticus
conference room. Still to comein 2001 are
Mark Scaliaand David Poyer, both authors
of recent books, and retired RADM
Raymond Taylor, who will speak on the
removal of minesduring Desert Storm. Want
to learn more? Call 322-2992 to get on our
mailing list or log on to our website at
www.hrnm.navy.mil.

The museum recently lost a founding
member of the Dunderfunk Society,
published local author Jack Robertson. | can
sum up Mr. Robertson in one word:
indefatigable. He offered only his best and
expected otherstodo likewise. Hewasaone

I n the midst of Wisconsin fever and field

man army (aformer member of the Army Air
Corps too) when it came to promoting the
Hampton Roads Naval Museum. | knew |
was in trouble, when a sentence began,
“Becky, I’ve been thinking...” Having
attended my share of leadership seminars, |
would try to deflect his grandiose ideas by
hitting the ball back into his court, and
challenging him to do the leg work. The
amazing thing is that in every case, Mr.
Robertson delivered! He single-handedly
lobbied for a donation box in our museum
after the relocation to Nauticus, a task that
had earlier been declared impossible. Mr
Robertson recently raised money, designed
and oversaw thefabricationand installation
of museum advertising signage in the
Norfolk International Airport concourse.

e

Museum docent Jack Robertson recently passed
away. Mr. Robertson was a passionate advocate
for the museum and for history everywhere. (Photo
provided by Mrs. Jack Robertson)

sell, with 100% of the profits going to
support the Hampton Roads Naval
Museum. If you are interested in this well
researched study of the 1781 Battle, call

HRNM LPO QM1 (SW) Clay Pickard poses with television and stage legend Jean
Stapleton aboard the battleship Wisconsin. Ms. Stapleton wasin town starring in
aplay about thelife of Eleanor Roosevelt at the Wells Theatre in downtown Norfolk.

(Photo provided by The Flagship)

Mr. Robertson served as our
ambassador to the community, presenting
programs to civic groups and sharing his
love of the 1781 Battle Off the Virginia
Capes. Jack’s widow Mary has presented
extra copies of his book Block the
Chesapeake to our museum foundation to

~

MGEN Dennis Murphy at 445-9932.

e

-



The Daybook

Vol. 7 Issue 2

Battleship Wisconsin Opened to
Public on April 16

-I-he long wait is over! After several
months preparing and training, the
battleship Wisconsin and
accompanying exhibitsopenedto thepublic
on April 16. Visitors can access the ship
by coming to the second deck of Nauticus
and entering awalkway to the ship located
next to the entrance to the museum.
Volunteer docentswill be on hand at several
locations throughout the ship to answer
visitor questions.

The museum’ s exhibit will introduce the
visitor to the career of the battleship. On
their way out to the ship, visitors will get
an overview about what makes Wisconsin
and her crew so special. Itis atraditional
museum exhibit that is supported by several
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artifactsdonated by the veterans of the ship
and by several months of research. The
museum hired Steve Feldman of Feldman

Design in Philadelphia, PA to design the
exhibits. Maltbie and Associates is
constructed the exhibits. Maltbie also
fabricated the museum’s permanent
exhibits back in 1994.

For more information about the
museum’s exhibits and how you can get
involved visit the museum web
site at http:// A=
www.hrnm.navy.mil. ’
Admission to the h—"
museum’s exhibits &
and the battleship
are free. For
information about’
Nauticus' Wisconsin B
exhibits and price of admission, visit
http://www.nauticus.org or call
757-664-1000.

The battleship Wisconsin and
accompanying exhibits are a co-
operative project between the
Hampton Roads Naval Museum,
Nauticus: The National Maritime
Center, the Hampton Roads
Naval Historical Foundation, the
Battleship Wisconsin Foundation, the City
of Norfolk, and Commander, Navy Region
Mid-Atlantic. &+

Wisconsin Information

General Information: 757-322-2987
http:/Amaww.hrm.navy.mil

Volunteer Opportunities: 757-322-3106
tdandes@nsn.cmar.navy.mil

Honor and Ceremonies; 757-322-2988
ctpickard@nsn.cmar.navy.mil

Higtorical Information: 757-322-2993 or 322-2984
gbcad houn@nsn.cmar.navy.mil

Information on visiting Nauticus and

Nauticus Wisconsin Exhibits: 757-664-1000
Www.nauticus.org
jburge@city.norfolk.vaus

Wisconsin Project Partners:
USS Wisconsin Association:
WWW.USSWiSconsin.org

Battleship Wisconsn Foundation:
www.battleshipwisconsin.org
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Museum Receives 19th Century
Naval Medical Records

The museum recently received
logbooks and medical journals of
George Blacknall who was a Naval
surgeon in the mid-19" century. This
important collection comes via a donation
by Mrs. Lorraine Coe of Toledo, OH, who
is the great-granddaughter of Blacknall.

A native of North Carolina, Blacknall
married into an old Virginia family and
moved to Hampton Roads. The Navy
commissioned him asurgeon’ smatein 1828
and he spent the next 34 years practicing
medicine. Much of his time was spent at

George Blacknall served as
ship’ssurgeon on four warships:
Constitution, the frigate
Brandywine, the steam frigate
Mississippi, and the -
more infamous sloop-of-war .

Cumberland (shown at right),
while the warship was off the -~
coast of Africainthelate 1850's. "~

Portsmouth Naval Hospital. However, he
also had several ship assignments
ird ud g Constitution in 1842, the frigate
Brandywine in 1843 where Blacknall did a
tour in China and Indo-China, the steam
frigate Mississippi in 1849, and with the
sloop-of-war Cumberland where the ship
served as flagship of the Africa Squadron
from 1857 to 1859. Blacknall would later
resign his commission at the outbreak of
the American Civil War and assumed
command of the '

Portsmouth Naval

Hospital. He died
of pneumonia a ¥
year later.

The collection itself
consists of four
medical logs and
two copybooks. Two
books are Blacknall’s
records at Portsmouth,
two of them aremedical logswhileon board
Brandywine, and thetwo copybooksalong
with onemedical |og arefrom service aboard
Cumberland. The logs briefly record
Blacknall’s diagnostic for each sick sailor

T
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and an equally brief treatment (which often
included conspicuousquantitiesof opium.)
The copybook includes several copies of
letters written by Blacknall and lists of
supplies he purchased for his medical
practice while aboard
Cumberland. Among
the letters is
a correspondence
between Blacknall and
.+ Norfolk-nativeWilliam
. Henry McBlair who
* was captain of the
~ sloop USS Dale,
which also served with
the Africa Squadron
(See The Daybook Val. 4 Issue 6 for more
information on McBlair and Dale.)
Thisrecord groupisagood start to help
fill in the gaps on the history of
Cumberland and compliments the many
artifacts from the ship already in the
museum’s collection. It is somewhat
unfortunate that Cumberland is only
known for being the first wooden warship
sunk by anironclad, and not asaship with
avery historic career. We plan to publish

(.//‘/W

amore complete account of the books and
of the life of George Blacknall in a future
issue of The Daybook.

In addition to the collection of medical
recordsand letters, Mrs. Coealsoincluded

A
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Along with Blacknall’s medical records, Mrs.
Lorraine Coe also donated a horseshoe, made of
iron from the CSS Virginia Items like these are
common as much of Virginids iron was turned
into souvenirs. (Photo by Gordon Calhoun)

a small, but interesting novelty item. She
also donated a horseshoe that was made out

of the iron plate from the ironclad CSS
Virginia. After the Civil War, much of
Virginia’'siron plating was sold for scrap and
a few enterprising businesses turned the
material into souvenirs. s+
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New Items and Changes For the Gallery

long with the new Wisconsin
A exhibits appearing at the museum

and at Nauticus, we are planning
toadd afew itemsto our permanent exhibits.
Among the items are an engineer’s clock
from the Civil War ironclad USS New
Ironsides (onloan fromthe Naval Historical
Center) the builder’ shalf-model of the steam
frigate USS San Jacinto (on loan from the
Curator of Naval Ship Models) wardroom
china from the aircraft carrier USS Ranger
(CV-4), and a yeomenette's uniform from
World War |. Look for these and other
changes in the gallery in the months to
come. k=

1938 wardroom china from the
aircraft carrier USSRanger.

1918 yeomenette
uniform and cover

Main engine
room clock from
the ironclad USS
New Ironsides

Builder’s half-model of the steam-frigate USSSan Jacinto

Biggest and smallest
Wisky Artifacts

eighing in at two ouces, the
smallest artifact in the Wisconsin
artifact collection is a set of ear plugs
donated by Wisconsin vet Frederick
Mauritson. In stark contrast, weighing
in at a portly 1984-pounds each, the
largest ones are
M two 16-inch/50
caliber shells
donated by the Y orktown Naval Weapon
Station. One shell will be used for the
museum’ s exhibit and one will be used
for aNauticus exhibit. s
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Wisconsin Goesto War

The Navy’s Newest Battleship Joins
Third Fleet’ s Drive on Japan

by Gordon Cahoun

th the commissioning ceremonies
done and engineering tests
passed, the Navy’'s newest

battleship headed for war. Wisconsin did not
get a chance to enter the war until very late.
Commissioned on April 16, 1944, her crew
conducted several moredrillsinthe Caribbean
before heading out to the main battleground
inthewestern Pacific for thefina push onthe
Empire of Japan. It would seem in hindsight
that since Japanese forces had been hit hard
and had suffered tremendous losses, that a
ship like Wisconsin woul d not be needed. But
the war was far from over and Wisconsin's
design alowed her to serve in a number of
roles outside of battleship killer to help bring
the conflict to an end.

Flagship-Battleship Divison Nine
Scuttlebutt among the crew said that
Wisconsin was heading for Europe to take
President Franklin Roosevelt over on a
diplomatic mission. Instead, the ship was
ordered to the PanamaCanal and Pearl Harbor.
The ship arrived in Pearl, with several
squadrons of friendly aircraft greeting them,
onNovember 1944. Wisconsin’ sskipper Capt.
Earl Stone was welcomed on a more official
level by Admira of the Fleet Chester Nimitz.
After shore bombardment and anti-aircraft
practice, the ship steamed for the Ulithi Atoll
in Caroline Islands. Ulithi was a major
anchorageand repair basefor the Pacific Fleet.
Rear Adm. Edward W. Hanson, commodore
of Battleship DivisionNine, met andinasense
marked Wisconsin's entry into the war when
he broke out hisflag aboard the battleship at
Ulithi. TheNavy organizeditsbattleshipsinto
divisions and then assigned a destroyer
screen to the division to escort the
battlewagons. A battleship divisiontypically
consisted of two battleships and one or two
destroyer squadrons. The division would
then be attached to a task group. Originally
Hanson placed hisflag on USSSouthDakota
(BB-57). He left “Sodak” on November 17,
1944 andtransferred hiscommand over tothe
more modern Wisconsin afew days|ater.

A At 1l D

collections)

CoveringthelL uzon Landings'TheTyphoon

The battleship’s first combat assignment
was to assist in the liberation of the
Philippines. Though the ship missed the
Battle of Leyte Gulf, therewas till work to be
donewiththePhilippines, specifically withthe
main island of Luzon. Assigned to Third
Fleet's Task Group 38.2, Wisconsin's primary
mission was to serve as an anti-aircraft ship
and fighter director while the fleet’s aircraft
carriers conducted search and destroy
missions against enemy aircraft and their
landing facilities.

Typicdly, Wisconsin's radarmen would
pick upanenemy aircraft, whichwould usually
drop amaterial known as“window” inavain
attempt to confuse Wisconsin's radar, and
vector infriendly aircraft flying apatrol above
thetask forcetointercept. If theenemy aircraft
slipped by thepatrol, picket destroyerswould
thenattempttointercept theintrudingaircraft.
If thisfailed, thenWisconsin’ sgunnerswould
attempt to down the aircraft. Having arrived
on station off the coast of the Philippineson
December 11, Wisconsin's crew began to go
through thispokeand jab gamewith Japanese

~
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USS Wisconsin (BB-64) alongside the hulk of the battleship &
Oklahoma (BB-37) at Pearl Harbor, November 11, 1944. §
Wisconsin's skipper Capt. Earl Stone is shown at right giving an [
informal tour to Admiral of the Fleet Chester Nimitz. (Above picture, /-
Naval Historical Center, picture at right, fromWisconsin veterans

aircraft.

A week into their mission, a typhoon hit.
Despitethefact that local weather conditions
deteriorated, it was incorrectly assumed that
it was just another storm. Wisconsin was
refueling her destroyers when word came
down to cease with the activity, as the seas
were becoming too rough. No word came
from the fleet forecaster that a typhoon was
upon the fleet. The tropical storm lasted all
day and the ship wasforced to ride out every
second of it. Hanson initially ordered his
division to head west and then south in an
attempt to get out of thestorm’ sway. Instead,
thedivision wastold to steam north and west,
along the path of the storm.

Winds reached over 70 knots and radar
picked up the center of the typhoon just 30
milestothenorth of thebattleship. According
to veterans, Wisconsin was rolled amost 30
degrees in either direction. Except for some
moderatestructural damage (theshiplost both
Kingfishers, the captain’s gig, the admiral’s
Wisconsin Goesto War continued on
page 7
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Wisconsin used remotely controlled dronesto provide live fire anti-aircraft training. The ship conducted
several excerices enroute to the Phillipines and several more once they reached the war zone. (Photo

from Wisconsin veterans' collections)

Wisconsin Goesto War continued from
page 6

barge, and a jeep stowed on deck) and gun
mounts, Wisconsin made it through in one
piece. Several other ships, including three
destroyersdid not makeit. After asearchfor
survivors, operationscontinued in support of
air strikes off the coast of Luzon through the
rest of the year and into January 1945.

Sortieinto the South China Sea

Third Fleet had long sought asortieinthe
South ChinaSea, particularly by Adm. Hal sey
himself. The thinking was that even though
the Japanese had suffered devastating losses
fromthenaval battlesaround the Philippines,
they still had enough to seriously threaten
lines of communication.

Intelligence reports had concluded that
one of thetwo remaining Japanese squadrons
had withdrawn to Camranh Bay in French
Indochina. Unknown to American officers
until after the war, this Japanese squadron
consisted of the hybrid battleship-carrier
Ise, the battleship Hyuga, and the heavy
cruisers Myoko, Haguro, and Takao.

Attached to the screening group of
Group Two of Task Force 38 (labeled TG
38.2), Wisconsin was a part of a very
powerful squadron that included
Wisconsin's sisters New Jer sey (BB-62) and
lowa (BB-61), four aircraft carriers, four light
cruisers, and several destroyers. This
group wasjust one of four battle squadrons
and one support squadron that made up
Third Fleet.

Thesortiebegan onacold, rainy January
9, with the fleet navigating the north end of
Luzon and then traveling southeast into the

South China Sea. The next day, despite
“mostly undesirable” flying conditions,
Wisconsin's radar picked up three twin-
engine bombersinthe early morning hours.
Independence (CV-22) launched several
night fighters and were vectored in by
Wisconsin and Ticondergoa (CV-14). All
three bomberswere downed within an hour.

Thefleet arrived near the coast of French
Indo-China on the evening of January 11.
Halsey reinforced TG 38.2 with two heavy
cruisers, Boston (CA-69) and Baltimore
(CA-68), along with one destroyer squadron
and detached the group with orders to
search for and attack the expected Japanese
surfaceforce. Wisconsin’ sgunnersprepped
the main guns to fire shells over the hills
surrounding the harbor.

Unfortunately, no enemy battleships
were to be found. The enemy squadron
had pulled out of Camranh Bay and
withdrew to Hong Kong just a few days
before Third Fleet’ sstrikeforce arrived. All
of the fleet’s carriers launched a massive
airstrike against enemy naval bases. Several
light warships and tankers were destroyed
aswasadisarmed Vichy French cruiser and
several enemy aircraft. Twenty-three
American fighters were downed, however,
in the strike. With two fighters from the
carrier Hancock (CV-19) as escort,
Wisconsin launched her two Kingfishersin
search of an American pilotin Camranh Bay,
but did not find him. On their way back,
friendly fighters misidentified Wisconsin's
tiny air squadron for the enemy.
Fortunately, Wisconsin's pilots overheard

-

their fellow American pilots over the radio
and quickly assured them that they were not
Japanese seaplanes.

With the strike considered a success, the
task group withdrew to the north for follow-
up strikes on Formosa and Hong Kong.
Wisconsin rendezvoused with the refueling
squadron that was trailing the task group.
Around this time, Japan’s infamous
propaganda radio announcer Tokyo Rose
predicted that Third Fleet’s sortie into the
South ChinaSeawouldendindisaster. Many
sailorsheard her infamousbroadcast late one
night, prompting a humorous, yet confident
rebuttal inthe ship’snewsletter.

Theair strikes on Japanese air bases and
other facilitieswent well, thoughWisconsin's
radarmen had along day trying to sort out
friendly aircraft and hostile“bogies.” Asan
example, between January 20 and 21, at least
30 planes in ten different groups were
tracked. Ten of them were friendly. One
hostile group came close enough for Stone
to sound general quartersand order the AA
gunsto open fireonit. Both thefive-inch
guns and the 40mm guns opened up and
fired off over 150 shells. The enemy bogie
decided not to push theissue and withdrew.

While Wisconsin and her crew made it
out of the South ChinaSeainonepiece(“no
cases of combat fatigue or any unusual
emotional reactions’ according to Stone),
some of her destroyers did not. USS
Maddox (DD-731) was hit by akamikaze off
the coast of Formosa. This is the same
Maddox that would later beinvolvedinthe
infamous Gulf of Tonkin incident in 1963.
Wisconsin received seventeen of her crew
(five officers and 12 enlisted), many of
whom had to receive major surgery.
Because of this influx, along with several
other casualties from other wounded
destroyers, Stone strenuously requested to
his superiors that Wisconsin's depleted
medical staff berestored sothat all causalities
could receivethebest attention. Some of the
doctorsand other medical personnel had been
transferred off Wisconsin just beforethe sortie
into the South China Sea.

First Assault on FortressJapan and IwoJima

After two months of continuous combat
operations, Wisconsin and her division
withdrew to Ulithi Atoll for repairsand amuch-
needed break. Wisconsin's younger sister
USS Missouri (BB-63) was already at berth,
Wisconsin Goesto War continued on
page 8
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the war.

Wisconsin Goesto War continued from
page 7

having recently arrivedfromtheUnited States
and the Third Fleet assigned her to join
Wisconsin's battleship division. The two
young battleshipsaong with the cruisersSan
Francisco (CA-38) and Boston, and Destroyer
Squadron 53 (DESRON 53) conducted anti-
aircraft and maneuver exercisesbeforejoining
up with the carriers of TG 58 and heading for
an assault on Japan on February 14, 1945. Like
many of thestrikesthat\WWisconsin participated
in, thisstrikewasdesign to suppress Japanese
aircraft andtheir airfiel dsto prevent themfrom
interfering with a major amphibious assault.
Inthiscase, theattack on lwo Jimawasabout
to get under way.

Wisconsin’ ssailorshumorously referredto
DESRON 53 as Wisconsin's “particular pet”
asitsshipswere constantly coming alongside
thebattleship for fuel, spare parts, mail, news,
and of course movies. The movies became
somewhat of an issue at the highest level.
Wisconsinand her destroyerswere supposed
to exchange movies so the respective crews
would not have to see the same movie over
and over. However, Stone wrote that the
destroyerswerebeing particularly stingy with
the exchange. When they did exchange, the
prints were sometimes damaged during the
transfer and Stone suggested that a more
watertight film canister be developed.

Steaming along at a brisk 23 knots,
Wisconsin approached the southeast coast of

Along with manning the big guns, Wisconsin’s crew was kept busy with other tasks during [ ;

In the upper right, doctors treat a battle casualty from another ship. Directly [ it
above, the destroyer USS Halsey Powell (DD-686) prepares to receive fuel (one of 250
destroyers to be refueled by BB-64) fromWisconsin in heavy seas. To the right, Japanese
fighters are tracked and friendly fighters are vectored in by Wisconsin’s CIC team. (Photos
from National Archives and Wisconsin veterans' collections)

- BBy -

Japan on February 16. Strangely, despitethe
proximity of the large number of ships near
Tokyo, the Japanese put up no resistance to
the approaching force. In fact, the weather
became more of aproblem, as severa aircraft
sortieswerecancelled. Thecarrierslaunched
seven waves of airstrikes, mainly against
enemy airfields, before retiring to the south
and lwo Jma.

Wisconsin and her group navigated to the
west side of Iwo Jimawith ordersto block air
reinforcements coming from Formosa and
Hong Kong. Though Iwo Jimawould be one
of the heaviest shore bombardmentsin naval
history (3,450 16-inch and 14-inch shellswere
fired), Wisconsin would not get to participate
in the bombardment. All of the newer
battleships were assigned to the fast carrier
groupsandwereconsidered moreval uableas
carrier escorts. This is not say Wisconsin's
crew got to stand down. Therefuelingteams
topped off six more destroyers en route to
Iwo Jimaon February 19, and prepared for air
attacks.

Thenext morning, however, brought many
unfriendlies. Intheearly morning of February
20, Wisconsin' s destroyer screen picked up a
sonar contact. Two destroyers broke off to
pursue the contact, but nothing further was
found. At0730, Task Force58' saircraft sortied
to support the Iwo Jima landing. That
afternoon, thefirst of many air contacts came

(g}

into view. Four groups were tracked
throughout the evening. Aircraft from
Enterprise (CV-6) were vectored in and
downed one plane while other ships in the
group downed several others. Oneenemy raid
came within seven miles of Wisconsin, but
other shipsin her task unit were in the way
and gunners checked their fire. The enemy
aircraft withdrew. Throughout the Iwo Jma
campaign, Wisconsin’ stracking roomwaskept
busy trying to sort out friendly aircraft from
the unfriendly ones. Out of 14 groups, only
onewasconsidered hostile, but thiswasonly
after Wisconsin' strackersvectoredinfighters
tomakeapositive|D. Theonehostile group
was a twin-engine bomber that Wisconsin
chased off with her five-inch guns. She later
assisted fightersfrom Enterprisein downing
the plane.

In the middle of the fighting, Wisconsin's
second commanding officer, Capt. John
Wesley Roper boarded Wisconsin in
preparation to relieve Capt. Stone. Roper, like
Adm. Hanson started out his career on a
destroyer, USS Roe (DD-24), in World Wer |
and was along time friend of Stone’s asthe
two of them had served together onCalifornia
(BB-44) inthe 1920’s. The battleship and her
division wrapped up the Iwo Jima campaign
with one additional sweep over Tokyo.
Wisconsin Goesto War continued on
page 9
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Wisconsin Goesto War Continued From
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Japanese suicide dive bomber hit the carrier j:, 4 { _f.;-"’ﬂx AR ;f.”ﬁ'
Randol ph (CV-15) at anchor just amile avay f./ _'j_ #_,:v’
from Wisconsin on the evening of March 11. "D//ﬂ {,,. r;l**’ i
Wisconsin could have easily been the target, s R
asthe crew wasjust about to light up the ship f: ) - -
todoacomical play entitled“ Two LittleHips.” bk

With Iwo Jimain hand, the staffs of Third
and Fifth Fleets looked towards their next
target: Okinawa. At first, preparations for
Okinawawerelike previous operationsfor the
crew of Wisconsin. The ship and her
destroyers served asthe carriers' guardians,
while the flattops went after local naval and
air defenses. Additionally, thecarriersof Task
Force 58 madeanother strikeonair and naval
facilitieslocated on Kyushu in the southern
part of Japan. Wisconsin, other battleships
and cruisers acted astheir escort.

Unlike Wisconsin first sortie at Japan, the
Japanese made moreof an efforttoharmtheir
enemies. Wisconsin’ sAA gunnerswerekept
on their toes. Throughout the early part of
the sortie, Japanese planeswould chargethe
task force and then withdraw. In one case,

trackers plotted 18 groups in the early
morning hours of March 18. It is quite

Wisconsin veterans' collections)

While on the port hand of Wisconsin, the carrier USS Franklin (CV-13)
is hit while off the coast of Japan, March 19, 1945. (Photograph from

The first time Wisconsin gunners fired the
main guns in a combat situation was off the
coast of Okinawa in March 1945. Shown
above is the CIC tracking chart, and shown
at right is Turret No. 3 firing at Okinawa.
(Tracking chart fromNational Archives, photo
from Wisconsin veterans' collections)

possible it was the same plane popping
in and out of radar range. Later that
morning, Japanesedive-bombersmadea
more serious attack when they targeted
Enterprise with low level runs.
Wisconsin’ sgunnerschecked their fireonthe
first plane as the Zeke had managed to sneak
in with friendly dive bombers returning to
Enterprise. They thenopened uponasecond
plane that had targeted Wisconsin a few
minutes later and sent it crashing to the sea
with a hit from afive-inch gun. Wisconsin's
gunners scored two morekillson aircraft that

- «— targeted Yorktown that
' afternoon. One managed to
get itsbomb off, but only did

Americanraiding aircraft were
able to identify a formidable
Japanese surface force at
anchor including Yamato and
four aircraft carriers. Thetask
force inflicted heavy damage
to Japanese airfields and to

n

=3

several shipsat anchor beforewithdrawing on
March 19. Thetask forceitself had taken some
heavy damage including a crippling, but not
fatal, blow tothe carrier Franklin (CV-13) and
one of Wisconsin's “pet” destroyers Halsey
Powell. Both shipswereableto makeit back
toport. Asthetask forcewithdrew, aJapanese
submarine had been shadowing it until one of
Wisconsin's escorts, Haggard (DD-555),
ambushed it and brought it to the surface.
Wisconsin's spotters made a visual
identification of asurfaced submarinelater that

minor damage and morning, but apparently had been abandoned.
Wisconsin’'s gunners  Two destroyers made a closer investigation,
dispatched the offending but took no further action.
aircraft shortly after that.

Hanson noted that Supportingthe OkinawaLanding

As the task force returned from Japan, it
steamed directly for Okinawa as more direct
preparations for an amphibious assault were
underway. The approaches to the beaches
on the southeast coast of Okinawaneeded to
Wisconsin Goesto War continued on
page 14
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Book Reviews

Splinter Fleet: The Wooden
Submarine Chasers of World War |1

by Theodore R. Treadwell
Reviewed by David Dashidll

sWorld War |1 beganin Europeand
AGerman U-boats became a dire
threat to the Allies' navies and sea
borne commerce, it became increasingly
apparent to the United States that our
defenses against such a menace were
virtually non-existent. In order to mount
some semblance of an anti-submarine force,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt called for
an all out construction program for
subchasers as a stop gap until more
effective vessels could be available. The
construction programwasto consist of two
types of vessels: awooden hull type called
“SC's” and alarger, steel-hulled ship called
“PC's”
Splinter Fleet: The Wooden Subchasers

Theodore R. Treadwdl. Splinter
Fleet: The Submarine Chasersof
World War Il. Anngpolis Nava

Institute Press, 2000.
55750-817-8, $27.96.

ISBN 1-

of World War Il by Theodore R. Treadwell
details the experiences of many of the SCs
as they performed their assignments in all
of thewartimethesaters. Treadwell isaformer
subchaser officer including serving as
skipper of SC-648. As one of the 20,000
officersand enlisted men who served onthe
448 wooden subchasers of World War 11, |
eagerly devoured thiswell written book just
as my shipmates will certainly do. It
resurrectsthe memory of these small vessels
and their hardy crews which history hasall
but forgotten.

The need to build small shipsin areal
hurry almost duplicated the situation our
country found itself in 1916, when it became
necessary to quickly produce an anti-
submarine defense. InWorld War |, webuilt
440 110-foot wooden subchasers, which
served on our East Coast, the
Mediterranean, in the waters of the North
Sea, and around the British Isles. TheWorld

War Il Luders design followed the earlier
hull model with little change, though the
World War |11 model was a bit more heavily
armed, with radar, and a better sonar.

Theselittle ships, aseveryoneknew, with
their 12 knot crusing speed (somewith more
powerful “pancake” engines were said to
reach 21 knots) and meager armament were
no match for a German U-boat on the
surface. But with their sound gear and
depth chargesthey did pose athreat to the
submerged U-boat, and as convoy escorts,
there were certainly an improvement over
the converted yachts and trawlers which
they replaced. The SCs continued as
convoy escortsasthewar progressed. But
they were also given other responsibilities,
most notably as control vesselsfor landing
craft in amphibious assaults.

Most of the officersand crews of these,
the smallest commissioned ships of the US
Navy (PT Boatsweresmaller, but they were
commissioned as squadrons) were products
of the Subchaser Training Center in Miami,
FL. Thebook providesavery good chapter
on the center, which trained officers and
crews of SCs, the 173-foot PCs, and
sometimes even for destroyer escort. The
center's commanding officer, Lt. Cdmr E.F.
MacDaniel, had spent some years on
destroyers and had developed a hatred for
U-boats.

Theauthor rel ates numerous experiences
of various SCs, including some of his own
experiences during air attacks and heavy
weather. He tells of SCs that were in
Buckner Bay, Okinawain October 1945 when
Typhoon Louise hit. Treadwell recounts a
vivid story of survival, one that | can
personally relateto asmy patrol craft, PCS
1455, rode out the storm at sea.

These tales, however, do not tell the
story aboard a subchaser. With three
officersand 24 enlisted men, no evaporators
for distilling water, cramped quarters, and
often living in wet clothing, we frequently
had to subsist on sandwiches or crackers

an
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when the cook was seasick or pots would
not stay on the galley range.

Oftengoing alongsidealarger vessel for
provisionsand supplies, the query fromthe
subchaser crew to those on the destroyer
escort or destroyer would be “How do you
guys like shore duty?” The replies of
course were equally insulting. The larger
vessels, though, were generally very
considerate of the plight of the“small boys”
and whenever possible provided the SC
crewswith fresh bread, ice cream, and other
amenities such as the opportunity to see a
movie.

Nonetheless, Treadwell concludes with
this appropriate epilogue: “On September
2, 1945, atotal of 254 warships gathered by
invitationin Tokyo Bay to be present at this
historic surrender ceremony conducted
aboard the battleship USS Missouri. All
classes of warshipswerethere. All, that is,
except one. Two monthslater, whenmillions
celebrated the victory in New Y ork harbor,
the New York Times called the line of ships
‘seven miles of seapower.” Not one
subchaser was invited to share in the
momentousevents. Overlooked? Scorned?
It really doesn’t matter. Now, having come
this far, we know that the doughty little
ships of the Splinter Fleet and those iron
men who sailed them wereindeed too good
to be forgotten.” ke

Mr. Dashiell was an officer on USS SC-681 and
PCS-1455 during World War 11 and is a retired
captain fromthe United States Naval Reserves. He
isalsoretired fromthe banking industry. He serves
as a board member for the museum'’s foundation
and as a volunteer docent.
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The Submarine Book:
An Illustrated History of the

Attack Submarine
by Chuck Lawliss

Reviewed by Linda Marie McNid

easily guides the reader through the

chronicles of time from the conception
of the first medieval diving bell to the
modern attack submarine of the US Navy.
The book is an easy read and it is well
documented and illustrated. “There are
only two types of ships, submarines and
targets,” the echo of many submariners. It
closely correlates with the words which
Lawliss quotes from the movie The Hunt
for Red October, “A submarineisaweapon
of war whose only purpose is the
destruction of her country’s enemies.”

As aweapon and as afascinating ship,
the submarine has earned the respect of the
US Navy and the general public aswell. It
has been apivotal weapon inthe strategies

I n The Submarine Book, Chuck Lawliss

Chuck Lawliss. The Submarine
Book: An Illustrated History of the
Attack Submarine. Springfield, NJ:

Burford Books, Inc. ISBN 1-580-
80078-5. 224 pages. $18.95

of war. Lawlissdraws attention to thiswith
his explanation of the German wolf packs,
the capturing of the Enigma and how the
submarines have helped and hurt usin both
World Wars.

InWorld War I, one of the catalyststhat
drew the United Statesinto the war wasthe
sinking of theLusitaniaonMay 7,1915. A
German U-boat, the U-20, torpedoed a
British ocean liner killing 1,198 people that
included 128 Americans. It was the
awakening of the American public that
began an outcry for justice. Asthe German
submarine campaign continued to escal ate,
sodidthepublic outcry. Thedemand grew
for not only involvement in the war but to
begin grow our fleet also. However, it must
be pointed out that America was still not
prepared for the war that wasto follow: the
Great War. The German U-boats were not
only stronger and more efficient, but the
game of underwater warfare becamefar more

deadly.

During World War I, America was
rousted into the war from her deep sleep.
Thecry from apathy to fury was overnight,
on December 7, 1941. Alongside of the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the U-
boats sank more sea vessels than ever
before. Japanese subsranthewaters of the
Pacific also. Americaneeded to uptheante
and increasetheir presencein and under the
water. Here, Lawlissgivescreditto Admiral
Chester Nimitz as being a key factor in the
American Pacific Fleet. Inaddition, hegives
honors to submarine skippers Dudley
Morton and John Cromwell, Commanders
Richard O’'Kane, Samuel Dealey, and
Eugene Fluckey.

Lawliss shows the human side of the
story. He walks the reader through the
seaman’ slifeon asubmarine. He showsthe
hardships, the sacrifices, the skill and
dedicationthat isneeded to manthevessels
of isolation within the deep waters. As
Lawlissdevelopsthe history of the subshe
easily guides the reader through its
development. It takes a man of deep
character, intelligence and bravery tomana
submarine. Lawliss brings to light the
qualities of these men as awhole. Some of
the pioneers and personalities that Lawliss
talks about are Civil War inventor H. L.
Hunley, John Holland, inventor of the
Navy’s first commissioned submarine, and
President Jimmy Carter, who was a nuclear
propulsionist aboard an attack submarine.
These are just a few of the men Lawliss
describes as he unfolds the story of the
submarine.

Another great Naval man and submariner
Lawliss honorsin hisbook to the father of
the modern submarine warfare — Admiral
Hyman George Rickover. Here was a man
who saw avision of the importance a fleet
of nuclear submarines could play in our
Naval warfare. Rickover’'s career and his
struggle to the top are highlighted as an
important part to our modern defense
vessels.

While this book was a good read, little
difference between itsfirst edition and the
newly revised edition was found. The
primary update in this book is his new
chapter, “The Cold War's End Brings New
Problems” and the modern day epicsof the
post-war machine. Direct attentionisdrawn
to the Kursk and its bone-chilling reminder
that a seaman’sjob is not an easy one but
that of dedication to his country. Lawliss
shares his view on the tragic Kursk
incident. It brings the reader to atime of
reflection of the perils of sea and the type
of men that love it. The book is valiant
tribute to the men we call submariners.

Risks are inevitable, both in and out of
war. However, safety, protocol, and
improvement for our men and machinesin
the sea are always being reevaluated. The
Submarine Book does a good job of
describing both the risks, and the
evolutionary process of shipbuilding to
reduce those risks.

Thisbook isagood primer on submarine
history. It is excellent for the Naval
historian, military enthusiast or civilian
history buff. It isagood book for those
who are entering the Navy whose heartsare
turned toward the underwater vessels. For
the man who serveson the sea, it isamust-
read — for him and his wife. s

Ms. McNidl is a free-lance writer from Salisbury,
MD. She has previously worked for The Topeka
Capital Journal and The Daily Times (Salisbury,
MD). She hasalso taught journalismand writing
at the high school level.
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Yah Know Jimmy, Politicians Are A Lot
Smarter Than You Think

en delegatesfromthefivegreat
maritime powers got together at
D.A.R. Continental Hall in

Washington, D.C. in 1922 for the
Disarmament Conference, they had a very
tough job ahead of them. Attempting to
prevent another arms race, the delegates
had mutually agreed that they had to come
to some kind of an agreement. Despite
pressurefromtheir respective militaries, the

‘T he Museum Sage

delegates put together atreaty that called
for deep cutsin the world' s battleship and
battlecruiser inventories.

Commonly known as the Washington
Naval Treaty, it is officially known as the
Treaty for theLimitation of Naval Armament.
History ofteninterpretsthetreaty asabold,
yet naive attempt by politicians to prevent
war. Thetreaty itself isroutinely criticized
for only concentrating on battleships and
battlecruisers, and not the up and coming
weapon of naval warfare: aircraft carriers.

Itistruethat the battleship continued to
be perceived asthe ship of national prestige
and the one most planned for by military
leaders. However, why did the delegates
even bother talking about aircraft carriers
at all at the Conference? An often-ignored
fact of the Washington Naval Treaty was
that it did place limits on aircraft carrier
construction. Specifically, thetreaty placed
a cap of 135,000 tons respectfully for the
British and the Americans, 81,000 tons for

the Japanese and |
60,000 tons
respectfully for
the Italians and
the French. B
Furthermore,
because of the
ten-year “naval
holiday” that
forbade the
construction of
any new ship for
ten years, the
delegates allowed
for only two ships
to be converted
into aircraft
carriers.

W '\\
l Ly . :
Delegates fromJapan, Great Britain, the United States, France, and Italy at D.A.R.
The continental Hall for the Disarmament Conference in Washi ngton, D.C. Routinely

United Statestook criticized for only thinking about battleships, the delegates did think about naval
advantage of this avaition and aircraft carriers quite a bit. (HRNM photo)

by converting Lexington and Saratoga.

USS Ranger, as we all know, was the
United States' first aircraft carrier built from
thekeel up. Theonly reason thishappened
was that the 33,000-ton battlecrusier
Ranger had to be scrapped instead of
converted. So, instead of a third fleet
carrier, the United States ended up with a
significantly smaller 14,000-ton ship.

Thiswas actually a calculated move on
the part of the American delegation.
Realizing that they would be over the cap
with monster carriers displacing over
30,000-tons and they made the choice to
build smaller, but more numerous, carriers.

A proposal was even forwarded to
abolish torpedoes and naval air bombing.
Japan and Britain stated they would only
go along withthisprovisionif the proposed
disarmament treaty abolished all aircraft
carriers. Needlessto say, the United States
refused to this proposal. If the delegates
were so dumb as to not see the
effectiveness and future of naval aviation,
why didn’t they agree to the Japanese
proposal? The delegates must have had
some use for naval aviation.

There were other weapons discussed
besides carriers and battleships. Some
delegates also proposed eliminating other
weapons like all submarines. After the

an

French rejected this proposal (though they
claimed they would never use them
“illegally”), the British demanded a cap be
placed on the gross tonnage of submarines
with the number being fixed to the number
of destroyers.

The delegates at the respective
conferenceswere not as dumb as one might
think. Granted, they did have “advisory”
boards and technical staffs to assist them.
But often the delegates were at odds with
these advisory groups, and rejected their
proposals in favor of deeper cuts. The
delegates at these conferences, in The
Sage' s opinion, knew what they were doing
all too well. They had already fought the
next war in their minds and on paper.

Considering the fact that naval aviation
wasstill very muchinitsbeginningsand no
real tests (Billy Mitchell’ s sham testsdo not
count) had be done to show the
effectiveness of aircraft carriers, the
delegates at the Washington Naval Treaty
showed great foresight inrealizing thefuture
effectiveness of theaircraft carrier and naval
weapons. The carrier was considered a
threat. Granted, how much of athreat was
yettobeseen. Technology had not caught
up to doctrine. But, the respect for naval
aviation (and submarines for that matter)
started as early as 1922, not 1939. ke
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Mistakes Were Made

s shocking as it may sound, your

beloved Sage hasmade amistake. Not
just one was mistake, but several. Thisis
the hazard of combining vanity with
deadlines. Mistakes do happen, it isa part
of being ahuman. It isalso ahuman need
to correct each other’s mistakes. Vanity
made the Sage think he was always right
and deadlines made him think hedidn’t have
time to get his factsright. There are two
mistakes in particular which either need to
be corrected or clarified.

The first mistake appeared in the last
issuein the Sage' s column. The Sage told
you about thediscovery (Vol 7.1ssuel“The
Museum Sage: Truly a Fate Worse Than
Death”) made by an lowa University
professor on a New Jersey law during the
Revolution that sent convicted traitors to
the gallows without the benefit of clergy.

They could get out of this dire punishment
by enlisting in the Continental Navy. The
Sageincorrectly stated that the reason behind
sending someoneto thegallowswithout the
benefit of clergy was that it was assumed
that thetraitor’ s soul would be sent straight
to Hell. A few readers pointed out to The
Sage wasthat thereal reason for getting to
seeamember of theclergy, aconvicted felon
could attempt to get out of capital
punishment. If thefelon could convincethe
clergy that hewasaChristian, hecould escape
thedeath penalty. By takingthisaway, atraitor
would be sent immediately to the gallows
without the benefit of such an appeal.
While The Sageistrying toweasel hisway
out of his mistakes, he might as well explain
his rationale behind the Korean War article
(Vol. 6 Issue 4 “The Museum Sage: Local
Ships, One World Event”), which is mistake

number two.

We were asked, not told, by various
public affairs officers to provide names of
Hampton Roads ships that participated in
the Korean War. Understand that our
criteria was very, very loose. Ships that
were stationed here were not the only ships
on the list. We included everything from
ships based here, ships built here, ships
that were commissioned here, ships that
were refitted here, and many others. Ina
sense, wewere showing just how important
this port has always been, even with a
visible amount of ignorance from Atlantic
Fleet about awar happening in the Pacific
Fleet’s territory.

The Sagewill make mistakesin thefuture
and strongly encourages peopletowritein
and correct him (see page 1 for the many
ways of contacting him). ke

Useful Web Sites

www.apva.org-This is the web site for the Association for the
Preservationof VirginiaAntiquities. Thisorganizationiswell known
for sponsoring preservation and archaeology work at the
Jamestown Settlement site. It also has several other historic sites

throughout Virginia
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of Okinawa Fleet had designated this
he bombardment of the southeast | sector to be one of the
coast of Okinawa and the island of | landing areas once the ¢

Kutakaon March 24, 1945 marked thefirst
time Wisconsin fired her main guns at a
hostiletarget. Roper had commented that
overall the performance was good, but
that it could have been better, and there
was still much to learn.

In his after action report, Roper was
particularly critical of the use of reduced
velocity powder bags. Hecommented, “ It
isconsidered an urgent military necessity
that the powder be stacked or that the size
and/or shape of these reduced velocity
bags be changed in order to eliminate the
great danger of hangfires, the extremely
undesirable conditions in handling the
powder, and the great loss of time in
loading.”

The bags that Roper referred to were
smaller and had less powder in them than
the traditional silk bags. Battleships
frequently used themin shore bombardment
asit reduced theminimumrangeof theguns,
allowingtheshipto becloser to shorewhile
firing. The bagsWisconsinused, however,
were oval shaped, as opposed to
cylindrical. Oftenthe oddly shaped bags
would fall off the magazine hoist, forcing
the gun captain and trayman to make a
saving catch to prevent the bag from
falling into the gun pit.

Additional problems occurred during
loading. Wisconsin’ sgunnerswould often
have to elevate the main guns to a 45-
degree angle so that they could |ob ashell
over the heads of the minesweepers and
onto a shore target. But sometimes, the
bags, because of their shape, would
tumble sideways. Asaresult, the primer
would not be ignited and the gun would
misfire with a live round in the barrel.
Roper reported that three such
“hangfires” occurred during the
bombardment. To prevent further
hangfires, gunners somtimes rammed the
last bag in by hand to ensureit wasinthe
correct position. s

Wisconsin Goesto War continued from
page 9

be swept for mines. The problem was that
there were many coast defense guns that
would tear wooden hulled minesweepers to
piecesif giventhechance. Additionally, Fifth

Marines were caled in. To
cover the sweeps and make
preparationsfor thelanding,
the eight battleships of Task
Force 58 formed up
a bombardment group.
Almost ayear after shewas A
commissioned, Wisconsin ==
wasfinaly goingto get tofire &« =
her main guns in a combat
situation.

e ek

In one of the most dramatic pictures taken of Wisconsin, a Japanese
twin engine bomber is hit and sent crashing to the sea during operations

i

Thebombardment did not off the coast of Okinawa. (National Archives)

get off to agood start. Hanson expressed his
frustration in his after-action report. He
commented that “delays in receiving
instructions for the bombardment hampered
planning and preparation of operation orders.”
Wisconsin’s command staff and gunnery
officershad atotal of 48 hoursto prepareplots
and navigation charts before the attack.

Fifth Fleet formed the eight battleshipsand
escorts into three bombardment groups.
Wisconsin was placed in the “Northern
Bombardment Group” with New Jersey,
Missouri, and destroyers from Destroyer
Division 97. Both of Wisconsin’s Kingfishers
went alofttoassistinfirecorrection, and each
battleship was given permission to fire 40
roundsper gun. Thetarget listincluded coast
defense guns, ammunition dumps,
fortifications, and anti-aircraft guns.
Wisconsin’s gunners were ordered to use
“reduced velocity” powder bags when firing
themain guns. They would give Wisconsin's
gunnersmajor headachesand caused serious
delays between fire missions (see sidebar).

The bombardment commenced on the
morning of March 24 at 0851. Themain guns
werefirst turned onasmall island off the coast
of Okinawacdled Kutaka Shima. A merchant
ship that had run aground was spotted on the
other side of Kutaka. After receiving
permissiontofireonit, Wisconsinfired on her
first surface ship. Only a few shells were
lobbed on the grounded target and
unfortunately, no hits were scored. By the
afternoon, attentionwasturned back towards
Okinawa and the beaches and Hanson gave
the order to “Let’ em have it.” The
bombardment operation went until 1430 and
Wisconsin fired a total of 155 high capacity
16-inch rounds.

The bombardment was successful in the

11

respect that the minesweepers were able to
accomplish their mission with nolosses. As
for material damage, both Roper and Hanson
admitted more could have been done. Roper
wrote that Wisconsin observed no material

damage, thoughMissouri reported that some
coast defense guns and a few industrial

targets were destroyed in the bombardment.
Roper offered up two explanationsfor thelack
of better results: firgt, theKingfishers' spotters
had difficulty seeing targets and secondly,

there may have been nothing to bomb in the
first place. Japanese commanders tried a
different strategy at Okinawaand had pulled

back most of their heavy equipment off of the
coast, as they recognized the firepower of

American battleships.

With the bombardment over, Wisconsin
and her group were reassigned to their now
traditional role of carrier escort and destroyer
tender. Operating in conjunction with
Missouri, Wisconsin spent the next few
months off the coast of Okinawa protecting
the carriersLangley (CVL-22), Independence,
and Yorktown. While Wisconsin was being
refueled by the dilier Nanthahala (AO-60),
Wisconsin received word that a Japanese
surfacegroup had | eft thelnland Seaand was
heading south. Asaprecautionary measure,
the battleship was ordered back to the
operating area off of Okinawa. Arriving on
the morning of March 29, severa friendly
aircraft, both Navy and Army Air Corps
bombers, were tracked. Around 1400,
Langley’'s radar picked up a group of low
flying aircraft that had avoided detection until
justtenmilesout. Chased by twoof Langley’s
fighters, two Japanesedive-bomberstargeted
Yorktown. After one plane was downed,
Wisconsin Goesto War continued on
Page 15
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Wisconsin Goesto War continued from
page 14

Wisconsin's gunners opened up along with
gunnersfrom Yorktown. The other plane
dove out of the clouds, dropped itsbomb on
Yorktown, but missed, with both Hellcats in
pursuit. The American fighters got the
Japanese “Zeke”, but unfortunately, both
Americanfighterswerehitby friendly AA fire.
It is not known who made the mistake, but
Roper attributed it to an incorrect
identification of the aircraft and suddenness

Missouri, but caused little material damage
andnocasulities. A second“ Zeke’ attempted
the same maneuver a few minutes later, but
thistime Wisconsin’s gunners got it. The
plane exploded in flames about 800 yards off
the battleship’s starboard beam. Two hours
|ater, gunnerswent after athird plane, but the
plane withdrew before being hit. Before the
day was out, Wisconsin tracked and/or fired
on 15 more enemy air attacks. Wisconsin's
gunnersfired closeto 700
five-inchshells, over 1,600
40mm rounds, and over
1,850 20mm roundsin one
day.

Now operating withthe
carriers Intrepid and
the recently repaired
Randolph, the large
cruisers Guam (CB-2) and
Alaska (CB-1) as well as
Missouri and Yorktown,
Wisconsin's task group
operated in close support
of the amphibious
assaults. This continued

One of Wisconsin’s many 20mm gun crews watch the sky and standby for .
orders. Gun crews were kept at their battle stations for 72 straight hours 10 Mean screening of
at one point during the battle for Okinawa (Photo from Wisconsin veterans  aircraft carriers, and not

collections)

of theaction.

For the next several weeks, Japanese
fightersand dive-bomberstargetedWisconsin
and her task group. Withthebattleship’shelp,
most were downed and, most importantly, no
carriersweretouched. Onthemorning of April
7, carriers from Wisconsin's task group
launched several hundred planes and
eventually sank the battleship Yamato and her
ten escorts. Wisconsin would not get to face
the ship that the Navy designed her to
destroy. But, Wisconsin's crew had other
matters to tend to. Four days later, the
Japanese air force made several attempts to
get at the American carriers. At one point,
there were so many raids designated by
Wisconsin' strackersthat thetrackersgaveup
trying to plot the exact course of each plane.
The trackers were able to vector in fighters
from Intrepid, and prevented most of the
enemy from getting anywhere near thecarriers.
Two of them, however, made it through the
initial fighter screen and targeted Missouri
fromastern. Flying only afew feet abovethe
water, thefirst “Zeke” flew behindWisconsin
and dogged both Wisconsin’ s andMissouri’s
gunfire. The plane crashed onto the deck of

shore bombardment. The older battleships
continued in that role. For the next eight
straight weeks, Wisconsin's trackers and
gunners were kept busy by constant air
attacks, particularly on the evening of April
11 when several planes made runs at the
ship. There was even the occasional
submarine and mine sighting. In one of
these sightings, a destroyer spotted amine
directly in Wisconsin’s path, no morethana
couple miles ahead, forcing the battleship
to pull an emergency turn whiletravelling at
18 knots.

Roper began to notice the strain on his
crew dueto combat. In particular, henoticed
that his gunnerswerelacking fire discipline
and were shooting at anything that might
be an enemy aircraft. He also commented
that sometimes gunners would often
continue shooting when an enemy aircraft
waseither out of rangeor at planesthat were
in the process of crashing to sea after they
had been hit. Roper recognized that the
threat of kamikaze aircraft had put an
additional level of anxiety on gunners.

The battleship’s gunnery office also
noticed the level of anxiety. He commented
that it was difficult to make apositive ID ona

ar

plane, especially single engine planes. He
believed that friendly aircraft made it worse,
and in a sense had themselves to blame,
because they would approach the task force
inahogtile manner.

Despite the sometimes out-of-control
nature of his gunners, Wisconsin's skipper
praised the gunnersfor putting up an effective
barrage. Roper also made a more general
praise of hiscrew. He commented that even
though the crew had been in a combat
situation for 58 straight days, the crew wasin
“highspiritsand anxiousto stay at seatohelp
finish the war as quickly as possible.”

Third Assault on Japan

It was not until early June that the crew
finally got abreak. Battleship Division Nine,
now under the command of Rear Adm. Louis
Denfidd, withdrew to San Predo Bay in the
Philippines. Denfield was the first of two
future Chief of Naval Operationsto serve on
Wisconsin. Thedivisionwasalso reassigned
to Task Force 38 in preparation for another
sortieat the Japanese homeidands. Battleship
Division Nine had been tasked to join in the
strategicbombardment of Japaninpreparation
for the expected amphibious assault of the
homeidlands. Thedivisioncommenced afew
gunnery exercises as a warm-up before
proceeding north to Tokyo on July 9.

In comparison toWisconsin’ slast visit of f
thecoast of Japan, her third onewasrel atively
quiet. Air strikesagainstindustrial targetsby
TF 38 scarriersa so went off without ahitch,
except for the occasional fog bank.

On July 14, Wisconsin received South
Dakota’stwo Kingfishersin preparation for
the bombardment. Joined by Missouri and
lowa, the cruisers Dayton (CL-105) and
Atlanta (CL-104), and the destroyers of
DESRON 54, Wisconsinproceeded at 26 knots
towards the industrial port of Muroan
Hokkaido. Wisconsin's four Kingfishers,
along with aircraft from the other battleships,
spotted and targeted the Nihon Steel Mill,
Wanishi Iron Works, and a coal liquefaction
plant.

The bombardment commenced on the
morning of July 15 with Wisconsin taking its
place in the center of the bomb line.
Wisconsin' sspecifictargetsweretheWanishi
Iron Works and the Nihon Steel company.
While they were using high capacity shells,
Wisconsin Goesto War Continueson
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gunners equipped the shells with steel nose
plugs and base detonating fusesto have the
maximum effect on heavy industrial
equipment. Using alighthouse and radar as
guides, gunners opened firefirst on the steel
mill. The main guns fired 128 16-inch shells
on the Nihon plant before turning to the
Wanishi mill, wherethegunsfired 163 16-inch

Liberated Canadian prisoners-of-war are fed their
first decent meal sincetheir capture on the deck of
Wisconsin. These soldierswere a part of the Hong
Kong garrison when the city surrendered on
Christmas Day 1941. (Photo from Wisconsin
veterans' collections)

shellsat it. Unlikethe Okinawabombardment,
this attack had significantly less personnel
causalities and no interruption in fire due to
defective equipment. Wisconsin’screw fired
off the 291 shells in less than 90 minutes.
Roper commented that he could not be sure

of exact damage caused by Wisconsin's
guns as there was a low overcast, and
smoke from fires caused by the shelling.
Liberated POWswould later confirm the ==
destruction of themill, asthey wereforced

to work there during the day.

Three days later, Third Fleet gave the
group anew set of targets. Reinforced | .
by three other battleships, including |
HMS King GeorgeV, plustwo destroyer
divisions, Third Fleet instructed the
group to destroy three factories owned = -
by the Hitachi Corporation located about 60
milesnorth of Tokyo. Wisconsin specificaly
was givenanearby airfield asatarget if the
opportunity arose. Using radar only astheir
guide, Wisconsin’ sgunnersopened fired at
2314. Over the course of 60 minutes,
Wisconsin's gunners fired off 228 16-inch
shells at the three factories. Even though
he could not be sure of the damage caused
by the main guns, Roper was pleased
nonethelesswith hiscrews’ performancein
getting so many shells off in ashort amount
of time.

Peace and Liberating POWs

The bombardment of the Hitachi plants
was one of the last combat missions of the
war for Wisconsin. More gunnery exercises
were undertaken in preparation for the great
invasion, and Wisconsin continued to serve
asafighter director, ahospital ship, and an
armored oiler for the division. But, the
atomic bombs and subsequent surrender by
the Emperor made an amphibious assault on
the home islands unnecessary.

Two hundred fifty Wisconsin sailorswere
formed up into what was called a “Blue
Jacket Landing Force” to assist intheinitial
occupation of Japan. While walking up a
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A triumphant ending to the war. (Photo from
Wisconsin veterans' collections)

beach, thelanding force heard several cries
in English to them. The cries came from
Canadian prisoners-of-war that had been
held on Japan ever since their capture in
1941. The French-Canadian troops were
formerly from the garrison of Hong Kong
and were captured when the Japanese
overran the city.

Wisconsin arrivedin Tokyo Harbor three
days after the official surrender. For her
relatively short time in the war, Battleship
Number Sixty-Four made a tremendous
contribution to thedrive on Japan. Sheand
her crew refueled 250 destroyers, shot
down three aircraft, assisted on four more,
and directed fighters in the downing of
several more. She rescued two downed
naval aviators from the sea and saved
numerous destroyer sailors wounded in
action. The battleship broughtsoldiersand
Marines to San Francisco before returning
hometo Norfolk on January 15, 1946. dike

Editor’snote: Theeditor would liketo thank
David Kohnen, curator for Nauticus’
Wisconsin exhibits, and veterans of the
battleship Wisconsin for their information
and photographs
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